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Fellow Rotarians, 
Let me take a moment to thank you for your great response to the Haitian relief 
effort.  Many, many of our clubs and Rotarians are reaching out to those in great 

need. Together, we can truly make a difference!  Several years ago a fellow Rotarian in my club, 
Gerald Roberts, explained Rotary this way:  άFrom its very earliest days, Rotary has emphasized 
the obligation of each person to try to change the world for the better.  Rotarians see 
themselves as agents of that change.  They look for ways to make life better, not only for their 
friends and neighbors, but for people in far distant places they will never know or ever see.  
Rotarians provide food for the hungry, water for the thirsty, medicine for the sick, education for 
the children, shelter for the homeless, opportunity for the disadvantaged, and hope for those 
who are in despairέ.   Never before in my years in Rotary has the need been greater than the 
current need in Haiti. 
This is what I am asking you to do.  Give up one lunch per month for those in dire need in Haiti.  
If the average cost of lunch is $8.35 that would be $8.35 per month or $100 per year.  I believe 
every Rotarian could afford to do this.  Please know that if every Rotarian in this district made 
that contribution, we would collect approximately $355,000 for the people of Haiti. 
This contribution to the Haitian relief fund would, of course, be in addition to the contributions 
we are providing for the ongoing support of polio eradication and the programs of The Rotary 
Foundation.  I am asking for an additional sacrifice...for those who can, to dig a little deeper in 
support of our neighbors in Haiti. 
I will make sure your donations go to projects in Haiti already supported by the clubs in our 
district or to other projects where the need is the greatest.  Plus, these funds will not remain in 
our account, but be put to work immediately!   If you have already made a contribution, thanks!  
If you are still deciding what to do, please consider contributing $100 to the York Foundation.   
The address is:  
 
Rotary District 6970 York Foundation 
P.O. Box 47195  
Jacksonville, FL  32247 
  
Check should indiŎŀǘŜ άIŀƛǘƛ 9ŀǊǘƘǉǳŀƪŜ wŜƭƛŜŦΦϦ 
PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO REVIEW THE ARTICLES IN THIS NEWSLETTER TO SEE HOW OUR 
ROTARY CLUBS ARE REACHING OUT TO HELP THE PEOPLE IN URGENT NEED IN HAITI. 
Thanks for your care, concern and generous support!  
Dave 

'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ $ÁÖÅȭÓ  Message 
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Rotarian Response to Haiti Disaster throughout District 6970 

There has been an outpouring of funds raised by clubs and Rotarians throughout District 
6970 to meet humanitarian aid in earthquake torn Haiti.  These funds will be used to meet 
needs identified by both Rotarians in Haiti and Rotarians from District 6970 who dedicate 
much of their time to the people of Haiti.  Following are reprints of articles that were 
published in the Gainesville Sun and also the Daytona Beach News Journal. 

Area team was expected to arrive in Haiti to lend a hand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
By Diane Chun 
Staff writer 
 
A team of public health and medical professionals from the University of Florida and area 
communities scrambled to prepare for a trip to Haiti Saturday. 

The operation was spearheaded by Michael Perri, dean of UF's College of Public Health and Health 
Professions, and Edsel Redden, an IFAS extension agent who has been traveling to Haiti for more 
than 20 years. 

For the UF team and other aid groups attempting to assist in earthquake-ravaged Haiti, the biggest 
hurdle is getting there. Redden worked with the U.S. Southern Command, which is coordinating the 
Department of Defense's response to the crisis in Haiti, to get space for 10 people and supplies 
aboard military transport. 

Perri said they got the call from Southern Command at 4 p.m. Friday, asking if the group could be at 
the airport and ready to go by 8 a.m.  Perri told them yes, and the team began quickly assembling 



January 2010     page 3 

medical supplies, bandages, antibiotics, painkillers, antiseptics ... as many of the things they'd need 
as possible on short order.   

They were in the parking lot of the charter air center at the Gainesville Regional Airport by 7:30 
Saturday morning. In a drizzling rain, they sealed up boxes and containers of supplies while they 
waited for two helicopters to pick them up. At noon, they were still waiting. 

The unofficial military term is "snafu." 

In midmorning, someone high up the ranks at Southern Command reported that two Blackhawk 
helicopters were indeed ready to take them into Port-au-Prince. Unfortunately, those helicopters 
were waiting in Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic. The team awaited word in the crowded 
lobby of the charter air center for hours. 

Finally, later Saturday, the decision was made for the team to fly by commercial flight today to Santo 
Domingo, where a U.S. military plane would ferry them into Haiti. Team members then spent 
Saturday afternoon gathering more supplies they could use in Haiti.  Once on the ground in Port-au-
Prince today, the group will head to a location close to the airport, where Double Harvest (an 
agricultural/medical/educational mission) reports they have two operating suites ready to go, but no 
surgeons or nurses to staff them. 

Orthopedic surgeon David Risch and general surgeon Robert Molsh expect to set up shop as soon as 
they get there. They already know they have patients waiting. Internist John Gaines and emergency 
medicine specialist David Meurer are prepared to see the nonsurgical cases. Meurer worked all night 
Friday in the emergency department at Shands, then caught a little sleep in a lobby chair while 
waiting for word on the flight to Haiti. 

The second objective of the team is to reach another mission community, Christianville, located in 
the rural town of Gressier about 20 miles west of Port-au-Prince. Redden has been working with the 
mission to set up agricultural, chicken and fish farming operations.  The chickens produce eggs for 
breakfast, and the farm-raised tilapia are grilled for lunch. 

An American couple, Jim and Sandy Wilkins, operate a small clinic at Christianville that typically sees 
130 people a day. Redden expects it is overrun with refugees needing medical care at this point.  
Perri said that only five deaths have been reported at Christianville, three of them children. The 
school has collapsed, as have the medical and eye clinics. A diesel generator provides intermittent 
power and a well supplies water. 

Two days ago, Jim and Sandy Wilkins sent out a desperate plea for medical assistance and supplies. 
Still, Perri noted, "They are better off than most in Haiti right now." 

The dean explained that part of the mission of any college of public health is global health. The UF 
team plans to do a needs assessment while in Haiti, not just of what is needed right now, but in the 
months and years to come. 

Slange Celeste will assist with that assessment. She'll also serve as the group's translator. Haitian-
born, she speaks both French and Creole.  For Celeste, the trip is more than just a humanitarian 
effort.  Her mother and grandmother, both of whom live close to the quake's fault line, have not 
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been heard from since Tuesday.  At least she can be there, Celeste said Saturday. At least she can 

help in some way.  "I pray that someone is helping my mom in the same way I will be helping 
others," she added. 

Palatka Haiti Aid Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right for the group picture:  Dr. David Risch (Palatka Sunrise member and Orthopedic 
surgeon), Edsel Redden (Palatka Sunrise Member and FISH Ministries founder), Dr. John Gaines 
(Internal Medicine, Palatka) and Dr. Robert Melosh (General surgeon). 
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Rotarians answer call for aid  

By MARK I. JOHNSON  
Staff Writer  

Daytona Beach News Journal 

Almost a decade has passed since Bill Schneider joined a group of Rotarians in bringing aquaculture to the 
Caribbean nation of Haiti.   But the poverty and despair he saw then pales to the images of devastation 
being beamed to televisions across the world in the wake of last week's killer earthquake.   "Haiti was a very 
sad place before the earthquake," the retired New Smyrna Beach hospital administrator said this week.  

Such conditions may put a crimp in Bill Biedenbach's plans to go to the island nation to check on the fish 
farms at the end of the month.   "We are not sure with the shortage of food and fuel whether we are going or 
not," said Biedenbach, president of the New Smyrna Beach Rotary Club. He was joining an effort by 
Pennsylvania Rotarians who were to work on an obstetrical clinic in the mountains.  

Still that has not stopped members of the service organization's Northeast Florida district from initiating the 
largest disaster-relief effort in its history. Clubs from Jacksonville to Volusia County and west to Ocala are 
involved.   "Rotarians try to make a difference in their local community and the world," Jacksonville-based 
district governor Dave Faraldo said.  

From purchasing fuel for doctors sailing to the island in hopes of providing medical care and supplies to 
sending self-contained accommodations that include food, cooking materials, shelter and clean-water 
systems, the district's 63 clubs and 3,600 Rotarians have answered the call for aid.  "We have collected 
$40,000 to $50,000," Faraldo said of the monetary donations various clubs have received -- an influx of 
generosity even overshadowed what the district took in during the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina in New 
Orleans.  

It is Jared Dollar's job to determine the best use of that money. As district disaster-relief coordinator, he has 
been in touch with Rotarians in Haiti to get the most bang for their buck.   Dollar and Faraldo said many 
district Rotarians and their clubs have been providing aid to the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere 
for years. As a result, they have contacts on the ground who know where the greatest need may be.  

Dollar said such personal connections are invaluable in a country that has little or no government systems.  

"In the U.S., we have counties and states that pitch in," Dollar said. "Haiti has nothing."  
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Pictures from Haiti 
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